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Unprecedented Good: National 
Parks and the Power of Story



ranger (n.)
late 14c., "gamekeeper, sworn officer of a forest whose work 
is to walk through it and protect it," (etymonline).



Unprecedented



Agenda

● Staffing story
● Stories being erased
● Story of parks, public lands, and the American mind and democracy
● Story of hope





● Historic 
understaffing

● Impacts at Rocky
● Impacts at other 

parks



Human Impacts

“Services are and processes are still running at pretty much full capacity, just at the cost of 
employees’ mental and physical wellbeing.” 

I have worked as an employee for NPS 12 seasons, 11 at Rocky. I have also worked for the 
BLM, USFS, USF&W and as a state park ranger for several seasons. In other words, I’ve 
been around the block a few times. In all this time I have never worked in an agency or 
situation that was so understaffed as Rocky is this season. 

I believe because of this staffing shortage, safety (visitor and employee) resource protection, 
and customer service has been greatly compromised. The park is operating at full capacity 
with a skeleton crew. 



Mission

The National Park Service preserves unimpaired 
the natural and cultural resources and values of 
the National Park System for the enjoyment, 
education, and inspiration of this and future 
generations.



Privatization



Stories Being Erased













The Story of Public Lands, the American Mind, and 
Democracy



The Story of Hope & Unprecedented Good



The Story of Hope & Unprecedented Good
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